
 

F R I E N D S H I P  B U I L D I N G  

Time needed 30 mins 

Age range Any teen 

Background of teen Any background 

Set up Tables to make candy bags at back of room 

 
Goals: Teens will learn about the importance of achdus and sincerely complimenting eachother. 
 
Relevance: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/11/fashion/no-37-big-wedding-or-small.html?_r=0 

One of the activities between the lovers is to seriously compliment ones partner. This develops feelings of 
kinship. We're going to try it. 
 
Supplies needed: 

1. Candy and sweets 
2. Bags  
3. Cards 
4. Pens 
5. Slips of paper 
6. Hat  

 
Active Learning: 
This is based on M'Shloach Manos and Secret Santa. 
All names are put on slips of paper and mixed into hat. Each participant gets a name. They need to do two 
things for the name they chose: 
1) Make a sweets package from provided snacks or treats 
2) Write an honest compliment about that person on a provided card. The card and peckelech then get 
delivered to the person it was intended for (after being screened).  
 
Step by step planning: 
Time Facilitator Activity Teen activity 
5 mins Put names in a hat  Each teen should pick a name 
10 mins Facilitate activity of making packages Prepare gifts and write 

complements 
5 mins Facilitation questions think about how giving and 

achdus is important 
 

10 mins Link to purim and the idea of unity bringing everyone 
together is the theme. 

 

 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/11/fashion/no-37-big-wedding-or-small.html?_r=0


Facilitation Questions: 
1. How did you feel receiving a gift? 
2. How did you feel receiving a compliment? 
3. How did you feel giving a gift/ complement? 
4. Do you find giving compliments easy or challenging? Why? 

 
Wrap up message and Torah thought: 
The Jews of the purim story were divided (מפוזר ומפרד בין העמים) and this may have been the cause for the 
decrees. Esther fixes ( ס את היהודיםולך כנ ) the problem and we commemorate it forever with the 4 mitzvahs of 
the day: meal together, communal reading, charity and gifts to each other. 
Esther chapter 3 ג פרק אסתר  

8) Haman said to King Achashverosh, "There is one nation 
scattered and dispersed among the nations throughout the 
provinces of your kingdom, whose laws are unlike those of 
any other nation and who do not obey the laws of the King. 
It is not in the King's interest to tolerate them.  
9)  If it please the King, let [an edict] be issued for their 
destruction, and I will pay ten thousand silver talents to 
the functionaries, to be deposited in the King's treasuries. 

אֶמר( ח ש ַלֶמֶלְך ָהָמן ַויֹּ ֵורוֹּ נוֹּ  ֲאַחשְׁ ֻפָזר ַעם־ֶאָחד ֶישְׁ ָרד מְׁ פֹּ  ֵבין ּומְׁ
ים ל ָהַעמִּ כֹּ ת בְׁ ינוֹּ דִּ כּוֶתָך מְׁ ָדֵתיֶהם ַמלְׁ ת וְׁ נוֹּ ָכל־ָעם שֹּ ֶאת־ָדֵתי מִּ  וְׁ
ים ֵאיָנם ַהֶמֶלְך שִּ ַלֶמֶלְך עֹּ ֶוה וְׁ יָחם ֵאין־שֹּ ַהנִּ  :לְׁ

ם־ַעל־ַהֶמֶלְך( ט) ב אִּ ָכֵתב טוֹּ ָדם יִּ ַאבְׁ ים ַוֲעֶשֶרת לְׁ ַכר־ֶכֶסף ֲאָלפִּ  כִּ
ל קוֹּ ֵדי ֶאשְׁ ֵשי ַעל־יְׁ ָלאָכה עֹּ יא ַהמְׁ ָהבִּ ֵזי לְׁ נְׁ  :ַהֶמֶלְך ֶאל־גִּ

Esther Chapter 4 ד פרק אסתר  

15) Esther said to relay to Mordechai:  
16) "Go and gather all the Jews who are in Shushan and 
fast for my sake, do not eat and do not drink for three days, 
night and day. My maids and I shall also fast in the same 
way. Then I shall go to the king, though it is unlawful, and 
if I perish, I perish."  
17) Mordechai then left and did all that Esther had 
instructed him. 

אֶמר( טו ֵתר ַותֹּ יב ֶאסְׁ ָהשִּ ָכי לְׁ דֳּ  :ֶאל־ָמרְׁ
ס ֵלְך( טז נוֹּ ים כְׁ הּודִּ ים ֶאת־ָכל־ַהיְׁ אִּ צְׁ מְׁ שּוָשן ַהנִּ צּומּו בְׁ ַאל־ ָעַלי וְׁ וְׁ

לּו אכְׁ תּו תֹּ שְׁ ַאל־תִּ ֹלֶשת וְׁ ים שְׁ ָלה ָימִּ ם ַליְׁ י ָויוֹּ ַתי ַגם־ֲאנִּ ַנֲערֹּ  ָאצּום וְׁ
ֵכן ֵכן א ּובְׁ ַכֲאֶשר ֹלא־ַכָדת ֲאֶשר ֶאל־ַהֶמֶלְך ָאבוֹּ י וְׁ תִּ י ָאַבדְׁ תִּ     ָאָבדְׁ
ר( יז) ָכי ַוַיֲעבֹּ דֳּ ל ַוַיַעש ָמרְׁ כֹּ ָתה כְׁ ּוְׁ ֵתר ָעָליו ֲאֶשר־צִּ  ֶאסְׁ

Esther Chapter 9 ט פרק אסתר  

18) And the Jews of Shushan gathered on the thirteenth 
and fourteenth [of Adar], and rested on the fifteenth and 
made it a day of feasting and rejoicing.  
19) Thus the prazi Jews, those who live in unwalled cities, 
make the fourteenth day of the month of Adar a holiday, a 
day of feasting, rejoicing and sending portions of food one 
to another.  

ים והיהודיים( יח הּודִּ ַהיְׁ שּוָשן וְׁ ֲהלּו ֲאֶשר־בְׁ קְׁ ֹלָשה נִּ שְׁ  בוֹּ  ָעָשר בִּ
ָבָעה ַארְׁ חַ  בוֹּ  ָעָשר ּובְׁ נוֹּ ָשה וְׁ ָעשֹּה בוֹּ  ָעָשר ַבֲחמִּ תוֹּ  וְׁ ם אֹּ ֶתה יוֹּ שְׁ  מִּ

ָחה מְׁ שִּ  :וְׁ
ים ַעל־ֵכן( יט הּודִּ ים הפרוזים ַהיְׁ ָרזִּ ים ַהפְׁ בִּ שְׁ ָעֵרי ַהיֹּ תהַ  בְׁ ָרזוֹּ ים פְׁ שִּ  עֹּ

ם ֵאת ָבָעה יוֹּ ֶדש ָעָשר ַארְׁ חֹּ ָחה ֲאָדר לְׁ מְׁ ֶתה שִּ שְׁ ם ּומִּ יוֹּ ב וְׁ  טוֹּ
חַ  לוֹּ שְׁ ת ּומִּ יש ָמנוֹּ ֵרֵעהּו אִּ  פ: לְׁ

 
At the time of Purim, there was a lack of achdus, unity, amongst the Jewish people. In fact, Haman 
predicated the success of his extermination plan on their lack of achdus, describing the Jews to 
Achashveirosh as a distinct nation that is splintered and scattered (Esther 3:8). Klal Yisrael finds strength 
and success in their achdus, as was the case when they gathered together at Sinai like one person with one 
heart (Rashi, Shemos 19:2) to receive the Torah. Divisiveness, on the other hand, can cause their 
destruction, as can be seen by the fact that divisiveness was the main cause of the destruction of the 
second Beis HaMikdash (see Yoma 9b). 
 
However, although Haman based his success on Jewish disunity, his decree sparked a teshuvah movement 
amongst the Jews that fostered tremendous unity. Upon the issuance of the decree, Esther called for the 
Jews to gather together in their cities to fast for three days in repentance, saying Go gather all the Jews 
together (Esther4:16). The Jews also banded together in defense of their enemies on the following 13th of 
Adar, as the Megillah says The Jews came together in their cities (Esther 9:2 (HaRav Michoelson of 
Warsaw) 


